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The current article deals with general assertions about the natives of West-Siberia as bearers of their world view conception in the Russian ethnographic literature of the last century. The aim of the article is to explain the general or background attitudes towards the Khanty and Nenets people in the 19th century (as well as towards their world view) in ethnographic literature during the period under discussion.
A certain attitude towards the natives of the northern part of WestSiberia -the Khantys and the Nenets -was established by the 19th century authors and, at a certain level this attitude can be observed even in contemporary ethnographic texts. Golovnev for example argues that for a long time the principal researcher of the Samoyed people was Castrén, the most important contributor to the study of Ob-Ugric people was Munkácsi. Their renditions and assessments formed the basis of comparison for all the future generations of scientists. This quality to remaining a so-called "paragon of truth" was determined by the methodological unprejudiced ideas in the first flux of research. (Golovnev 1995: 12) .
The arguments of the authors were mainly of personal kind. It is no coincidence that a number of research papers were written in form of journals. None of the authors had made an attempt to comprise culture as a whole, all of them merely tried to observe and disclose as much of the matter as possible. The scientific works of these years constitute the epoch of discovery of the Samoyed-Ugric cultures or the interpretation of these cultures into European languages
It is not quite certain, however, how this estimation applies to Castrén -he is rarely mentioned directly. Still, upon the completion of this article the study on this subject was in its initial stage doi:10.7592/FEJF1999.12.charactr and I can merely present tentative hypotheses on the description of the Ob-Ugrians and the Nenets in the ethnographic literature of the last century. The lack of references to Castrén and Munkácsi is partly caused by the fact that, at that post-Castrénian period, the methodology of ethnography did not oblige the naming of all the sources. At the same time it is more difficult for today's researchers to determine all the possible connections.
The image of Khantys and Nenets in the publications of the authors discussed below, is a certain outlook on these cultures and on the 'character' of the bearers of these cultures. The disposition has not taken place in a unique and decided manner. Although Castrén seems to be the 'pathfinder' in many ways, the general image of the Ob-Ugrians and the Nenets has formed gradually by the accumulation of somewhat similar attitudes or estimations passed on from author to author.
Also, we should not consider the representation of the identity of the Ob-Ugrians and Samoyeds in the 19th century ethnology to be what Golovnev calls the original "first flux". Castrén might be regarded as a role model or a paragon by the later scientists, but in fact he functions as a digest of the period of research previous to his time. The reason for this is that Castrén elaborates several 18th century (and even earlier) stereotypes of representing the Nordic people in perfection. At the same time some of Castrén's innovations (which might not be considered as totally original, though) are significant even for the principles of studying the identity of the Nordic people. Accustomed to the gloomy sky and dreary nature the Samoyed people wandered in the tundra peacefully and free from cares (Islavin 1847: 11) .
WAYS OF DESCRIBING THE BASIC CHARACTERISTICS OF OB-UGRIC AND NENETS PEOPLE IN THE WORKS OF 19th CENTURY RUSSIAN AUTHORS
Islavin also calls these times as "blessed" for the Nenets people (Islavin 1847: 96 (Islavin 1847: 28 ).
Here we can see a certain conformity with the ideas of Rousseau (though based solely on personal experience) an image of native people who live happily and naturally before the interference of civilisation. So much the more because after the contacts with the Russians and Izhma-Komis, Islavin characterises the Nenets people as addicted to liquor, helpless and incalculable, therefore -"eternally doomed" (Islavin 1847: 21-22 ).
Similarly to some earlier and more recent authors Islavin describes the Nenets as hopelessly unkempt and dirty (Islavin 1847: 27, 29) .
Islavin also presents a concept of the Nenets which could be met also in some more recent treatments. Namely, he describes the Nenets as people who are careless, living in any given moment: (Islavin 1847: 36-37 ).
Islavin also argues that the Nenets are a brave people since they do not assess their life, which offers neither happiness nor sorrow (Islavin 1847: 66) . Here, the treatment of Islavin coincides again with the concept of some more recent authors, as, according to Islavin the desperate life of the Nenets is the result of their working as herdsmen in the reindeer herds of the Russian and IzhmaKomis (Islavin 1847: 66) . Therefore, Islavin says, a Nenets posesses a certain proletarian mentality.
Describing the character of the Nenets, Islavin makes a distinction between the Nenets of the Timan and Kanin tundra and the Nenets of the Bolshezemelsky (or Big Land) tundra. The latter dif-fer from the Nenets of the Timan and Kanin tundra by their closer association with the Russians which has made them more deceitful:
/---/ socialising more with the Russians who are responsible for their impoverishment the Nenets themselves have become so smart that they often cheat even their masters, the Russians themselves (Islavin 1847: 80) .
N. Abramov who discovered the manuscript The Short Characterisation of the Khanty People compiled in 1715 by Novitski (Novitski 1973) has in his article on the Christianization of the Khanty people employed the same manuscript (which, in fact, had not been published by the time the Abramov's article came out) and the 18th century History of Siberia by Müller (Müller 1941) . Although describing the Christianization of the Khantys, Abramov uses, beside Müller's History and Novitski's Characterisation, other archival documents, so his treatment is far from identical with that of Novitski's and Müller's, therefore it has to be treated separately. Abramov focuses in his 1851 article mainly on desribing the spread of Christianity, so his text does not include too many original statements about the nature of the Khantys. Still, we should mention the ones that could be found there.
Namely, Abramov calls the minds of the Khantys "roughly materialistic" (Abramov 1851: 2) . He also refers to the Khantys as "a rough people", "rough heathens" (Abramov 1851: 10, 11) , "simple gentle natives" (ibid. : 18). But as all these characteristic features are presented in the context of Christianisation, such as -"arrogant idolaters" (Abramov 1851: 13) , it would be more sensible to discuss the matter separately in the context of the connection between the religion of the natives of West-Siberia and Christianity. But as it would bring along a number of additional problems which should be discussed as well, we will limit the introduction of Abramov's treatment to a brief outline by I. S. Poliakov, on the other hand, describes the general characteristics of the Khantys as following:
An Ostyak cannot restrain himself from any passion, be it physical or ethical (Poliakov 1877: 56 (Jacobi 1895: 22) .
As far as the formulation of "poletarian existentialism" of the Arctic peoples is concerned, Jacobi is "insuperable". Nevertheless several other are able to draw such far-reaching comparisons. Castrén, for example, compares the Khantys with Norwegian fishermen (Castrén 1860: 196 S. Patkanov, without discussing the nature of the Khantys and Mansis any further, points out that after subjection to the Russian empire (obviously he means the 16th-17th century) they were still "the children of nature" (Patkanov 1898: 351) .
In a description of his journey that took place during 1856-57 (published only at the beginning of the 20th century), S. V. Maksimov writes the following about the European Nenets (the description is presented as a conversation between Maksimov and his Russian pathfinder):
They seem to be a peaceful nation. (Maksimov 1909b: 380) .
Peaceful, kind! /---/ peaceful, only if they tipple they become impetuous, accosting people, looking for trouble. And if you shout or show your fist at them they don't even flinch and accost you even more. But when sober they are peaceful as reindeer
Maksimov describes further the relationship of the Nenets and drinking:
/---/ they are natural born tipplers. At their community even the small children drink vodka instead of milk, the women drink, everybody drinks /---/ (Maksimov 1909b: 379).
One of the interlocutors told Maksimov the following about the drinking habits of the Nenets: (Maksimov 1909c: 109) .
You can drink as much vodka with a Samoyed as you like, but you have to hurry and get drunk faster and leave the yurt, otherwise a drunken Samoyed might pick a fight with you
Maksimov also writes:
The Samoyeds as every other backward people are merely prisoners of ancient times (Maksimov 1909c: 104) .
Maksimov claims (although again via his interlocutor) that the Nenets are "a totally ignorant people", basing his argument on the fact that the Nenets are not aware of their age and do not live in houses like Russians do (Maksimov 1909b: 382) . He also calls them naïve (Maksimov 1909c: 117) . He characterises a Nenets shaman with epithets like "half-savage", "halfway religious maniac" and "half-impostor" (Maksimov 1909c: 105) .
Describing a seal hunt on the coast of the Kanin peninsula, Maksimov writes quite rudely about the Nenets:
But such patience -waiting on the waterline for an animal for days -could only be attributed to the half-idiots of the Samoyed tribe (Maksimov 1909a: 40) .
He also calls them dirty and characterises their existence as "a dog's life" (Maksimov 1909b: 16) . Maksimov refers to their filthiness again (Maksimov 1909c: 101) , and calls the Nenets "half-savage", "patriarchal and short-sighted" and "careless" (Maksimov 1909c: 117, 118) . He also considers them as insensitive, illustrating it with a situation where he inquires a Nenets woman about her life:
The Samoyed woman gives all the answers with such a calm intonation as if answering questions: does she eat, sleep or ask for a crumb (Maksimov 1909c: 118) .
Describing his meeting with the Nenets in their yurt Maksimov notes that the "Samoyeds" received him in "perplexity and confusion" (Maksimov 1909c: 94, 96) .
At the same time Maksimov describes them performing domestic works (sewing their coats, carving toys, scraping hides) and notes:
It was all performed in a deep focused silence (Maksimov 1909c: 95 (Maksimov 1909c: 114) .
Castrén and Munkácsi. Such descriptions have been presented by a number of authors, forming the "average science" of the 19th century. The current paper was a first brief treatment of an extremely limited set of problems and selection of sources of the descriptions of the Nenets and Khanty character in the 19th century Russian ethnographic literature. At the same time, this short discussion shows that the kind of deterministic views on the character of the Khantys and Nenets were typical of the 19th century Russian ethnography.
Translated by Kait Realo
Comments 1 It seems appropriate to present at least one text sample of Castrén since it also characterises his method of description which is far more eloquent, thorough and attentive than that of most of the authors discussed in the current article.
Castrén's viewpoint to the Nenets (hereby he refers to the type of a typical native) "character" is at places remarkably adequate, as it includes also a certain hint to the question of how the 19th century Therefore, Castrén has described one of the main characteristic features of the Ob-Ugrians and Nenets of the 19th century -their quiet nature -situationally, as opposed to the categorical-declarative phraseology of the other authors.
